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Brainstorm for Brookfield:

Public Hearings on Oct 15 and Oct 29
by Cindy Scott

Hear ye, hear ye: Brookfield needs you! Please
mark your calendar for two Wednesdays at 7pm:
October 15 and October 29. Come to the Brookfield
Town Hall, 6 Central Street, and participate in
brainstorming sessions about the future of Brookfield.
How can we prepare for future housing needs,
economic development, transportation, recreation,
public services, and so on? What do we want our town

to look like in to years Don’t miss this chance CEMETERY PRESERVATION UPDATE

to helpshapeyo rf t reandyo rchildren’sf t re. Peter Masuzzo, Cemetery Commissioner
At the October 15 meeting, planning consultants
hired by the town (Central Mass Regional Planning Did you notice the red Preservation Works sign

Commission will facilitate disc ssion on the towmssted near the main gate at the cemetery? As part of a
overall strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and grant that Representative Anne Gobi secured for us
threats. We will do what is known as a SWOT exercise. through the Massachusetts Historic Commission, some
The October 29 meeting will focus on Open Space and of the most historically endangered stones are being
Recreation. repaired and restored. We are fortunate to have

All residents are urged to attend the October 15th  Preservation Consultants Fannin Lehner from Concord,
and 29" meetings. In addition, there are still vacancies Massachusetts doing this work. They are nationally
on the Open Space/Master Plan Co mmittee. Interested known gravestone historians and have done most of the
residents can call the Selectmen’s office and speak towork at the original historic burial grounds in Lexington,

Administrative Assistant Donna Neylon (508-867-2930 (Continued on page 3)

x10) or write to the committee directly at

masterplanco mmittee@qgmail.com CONTENTS
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impact to the town of such a large project. National Guard Association

In order to expedite the process for creating both | 8- Fin, Fur, & Feathers; Pumpkinfest 2008

the Open Space and Recreation Plan as well as the Master . Ch rchSer ices From the Pastor’s Desk
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Plan Co mmittee. Me mbers are dedicated to move the . Granny’s Photo Express  Animal Control
process along as quickly as possible. A Master Plan _Department _
typically takes from 3-5 years to complete. The 13. Simple Supper and Concert in W. Brookfield
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Your Vote Counts!!! o _ Behind the Lens
by: Linda Peirce By James

As | was thinking about whether or not to write We have covered many topics so far in recent
an article on voting | received an e-mail from a  ,picles and I do hope you are using your camera more
friend. The message was geared towards women and 544 taking some great images. t's only a few short
the struggle they went through to gain the right to  \ eeks now that the weather will be changing and we
vote. I felt it was a sign that |, indeed, had to write il pe seeing some great color. This is also a good
an article. Hence, my thoughts. _ time to take outdoor portraits of your children and
F_°" many years now my husband, Phil, and I family. Using color in the background will give your
have discussed the issue of voting. We have heard so images some pop while separating the subject and
many people say “my ote doesn’t co nt " or "Whatysing more on the foreground. But how do I do
difference does it make my g y isn’t going to get inyis7 I the background is a nice full tree with yellows,
anyway °or don’t like either candidate so 'm Bolnge and reds, i's est to | r it with a wide
oting “"yo are all soooo wrong , aperture while keeping your subject sharp in focus.
Thinka o tall the times yo weren'tasked fofhat you do is set your camera to the widest aperture
your opinion and how upset you got because you 4 can, most cameras have an aperture of 3.5 or 5.6
weren’'t asked. o felt yo sho Id ha e een gip@hither one will do but the wider the better. Put your

the co rtesyof eingasked andyo ‘re right. subject in front of the tree focus on them and fire. But
Politics, like religion, has many sides and |, -& did we forget the r le of thirds” o rs

everyone has an opinion. The one thing we should ¢4 |d e off center .remem er Ok now take yo r
all do is agree to disagree. Aft’er all, how can we  ictyre and view the image. Do we have nice color in
address o riss es if we don’t talk to anyone a 0 yfa packground and a sharp foreground? We do! Great,

how we feel, and just maybe we might ’Iearn t what's with the tree ranch growing o t of my
something a o t a candidate that we didn’t already;;,piects head? Another good point is look for objects
know. t doesn’t matter if it’s the candidate we wan{p,t are behind your subject, maybe you have to

in office or if it’s the other one. The one thing  dojgjtion yourself differently or even the subject.

know is | .have !earned much from my frien’ds Let’s see some of yo r creati ity of photographs
thro gh disc ssion and elie e me we don’t agrggaj| them to me at jphoto@charter.netand write in
on everything. the subject line: behind the lens so don’t

The actual act of voting has become less accidentally delete your image.
personal and more rote. Frankly, voting, to some, Happy shooting,

often feels more like an obligation than a privilege. iames www.jamesphotographics.net

Sometimes it’s e en incon enient. Al ’m asking y¢ ]

to do is think about how you would feel if the Annual Fundraiser Yard Sale
government took away your right to vote and we all Clothing, household items, glassware, books
got stuck with whomever they put in office (as they

do in many countries). Would you be any happier? | On Saturday, October 11, from 8:00 a.m. to
doubt it. 3:00 p.m. the Brookfield Unitarian Universalist

of-hurch (BUUC) will sponsor its Annual Fundraiser
Yard Sale during the Brookfield Apple Country Fair.
Featured items include clothing, household

fyo ’re not registered to ote do so as sg
as possible. You can register in person or by mail, by

completing a mail-in registration form (Google Voter .
Registration Form) and delivering it to your city or goods, books, glassware, kitchenware, tools, and a
wide variety of wunique odds and ends.

town election office, or when applying for or The BUUC Annual Yard Sale will be held at the

renewing your driver’s license at the Registry of church located at 9 Upper River Street, Brookfield,
Motor Vehicles or when applying for service at a MA.

designated voter registration agency. Registration
forms are also available at all colleges, universities,
high schools and vocational schools.

Whether you vote DEMOCRAT, REPUBLICAN 8

The last day to register to vote in the

National Election will be
October 15, 2008
From 9:00 a.m to 8:00 p.m.
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The Master Plan is Your Plan
“ rookfield a “Perfect

Don’t let it happen witho tyo

Wednesday Oct. 15, 7 p.m.

At the Brookfield Town Hall (6 Central St)
rainstorming Session to help de elop the town’s

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats

(SWOT).

Wednesday Oct. 29, 7 p.m.

At the Brookfield Town Hall (6 Central St)
Session focusing on Open Space and Recreation
Planning.

All Brookfield Residents are urged to attend.

Contact the Selectman’s Office or
mast erplancommittee@gmail.com for more
information.

ision” forthe F t

Serve

MEW ENGLAND

rookfield’s Comm nity First
Chapter Number 2591

Place your October Serve order between
September 23rd and October 9th by one of
the following methods:
1. at the Brookfield Congregational Church hall
on 9/23 between 1:00 and 2:00 PM or

2. Wagon Wheel Park on Saturday, October 4 at

10:00 AM or

3. Call At at 508-867-4294 or Linda at 508-
867-9553 or

4. On-line at

wwwservenewengland.org 24 hours a day.

Accepted methods of payment: Cash, Bank
Check, Money Order and Food Stamps.

Pick-up day is October 25 at the church from
8:00 - 9:00 AM

Volunteers always needed
Personal checks are not accepted.

(Continued from page 1) Brainstorm

re” Having all these planning documents is

important for the town in a number of ways. The

Master Plan and Open Space & Recreation Plan are the
comm nity’s plan of action and implementation that

all town officials and boards will use as a resource and
guide. Moreover, once the planning documents are
complete, the town will have access to funding and

grant opportunities from the state that otherwise are

not available. Finally, having a Master Plan in place
generally gives the town a stronger financial rating

which lowers the cost of “doing siness” for the town

The Brookfield Master Plan Committee already

researched and created a survey that was mailed to
every household in Brookfield in July 2008. The 10
page s r eys co er residents’ iews one ery aspe
of town life. Along with the October brainstorming
sessions, you will help the committee shape the
content of the plans and the future of your town.

To date, 239 surveys have been returned,
representing over 15% of the 1650 Brookfield
households. Committee members are very gratified
with the response and want to thank all who took
seriously their commitment to the planning process.
Tabulating the surveys is underway at present. Surveys
may still e t rned in to the Selectmen’s Office at the
Town Hall, 6 Central St. Blank surveys are also available
at the Town Hall or by emailing
masterplanco mmittee@gmail.com

(Continued from page 1) Cemetery Update

Concord, and Boston. Eventually, a grave stone
assessment of all of the historic gravestones must also
be completed as part of the preservation and
manage ment plan for the cemetery.

After almost 5 years, we are finally going out to
bid for the restoration of the historic main gate! It may
not look as though much was getting accomplished,
but a lot really has. Engineering studies including a
structural assessment and geotechnical study was
finished. A permanent repair was done on the top of
the structure, and a drain and culvert were placed near
the front to move rain runoff away from the gate. We
have hired the firm of Martha Lyon Landscape
Consulting to write the bid specifications and oversee
the restoration. Our timeline is to have the iron gate
restoration done over the winter, and the cement
repointing co mpleted this spring.

We were recently awarded the grant amount of
$1,050 from the Jeppson Fund as part of the Greater
Worcester Community Foundation grant funding
program. Special thanks to Ron Couture for assisting
with the writing of the application. This money will be
used to produce booklets that will serve as a guide to
the original historic burial ground of the cemetery.

Fall cleanup is now underway at the cemetery.
All flowers, including artificial ones, as well as any
decorations, baskets, and planters that you wish to
keep should be re moved fro m gravesites.
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Library News
Bre nda Metterville

Books are lighthouses
erected in the great sea of time.
- Edwin P. Whipple

Wednesday, October 1, 12:00 noon, Friends of
the Library meeting.

Apple Country Fair volunteers may sign-up
during regular library hours or call to assist with
Friends’ ook Sale or children’s games and or sand
Twelve teens have signed up to assist with running
errands for the endors children’s games and
assisting with the drop-off point on Lincoln Street in
front of the library for baked goods for the Bake Table,
etc. RAPPLE tickets are available at the library ($2 per
ticket, 3 for $5).

Library parking is on street only and no parking
in o r neigh ors’ dri eways
restrictions will be enforced, please park past the No
Parking from here to corner sign.

With the rising costs for fuel and food, the local
food pantry has many patrons in need of their services.
Please be generous with your food donations at the
library during regular open hours.

Library Calendar:
Halloween Costume swap will take place at the
library. We will have a box for patrons to bring in

old cost mes that don’t fit anymore and perhaps

Il find one for this year Starting Octo er

The library will be open from 10:00 to 4:00 on
Saturday, October 11 during the 30" Apple Country
Fair.

ednesday’s afcwel story hour with
Mrs. Cindy Kenyon. Enjoy story, craft and snack.

ednesday’s to p.m. Senior Citi
on library computers. Welcome to the Internet Club
where learning how to navigate a mouse, cruise the
World Wide Web, and create documents is fun. If you
ha e apartic larcomp ter skillyo °’d like to ac
please bring your notebook and join us.

Yo

Friday, 11:30 a.m. Pre-school story and music with
Ms. Rene Coro.
Friday, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.. Drop-in crafts for all ages
with Ms. Shelia Frangiamore.
Friday, 3:00 p.m. Friends of the Library Home
Delivery.
Banister Book Group

Our group will attend Community Wellness
Night at Tantasqua High School, October 21, 2008
(time to be announced) for a talk with Dave Pelzer,
author of A Child Called It. This program is also
sponsored by the Tri-Town Domestic Violence Task
Force in an effort to heighten awareness about child
abuse/neglect and do mestic violence.

FREE RESEARCH  FREE DATABASES

Through your tax dollars the state of Massachusetts
and the Central Massachusetts Regional Library

. search.....you

arc

Common street par

with the benefit of FREE RESEARCH...by using the CMRLS
link to the databases you have access to books,
encyclopedias and magazines and beyond. The link is
www.chrrls.org, click on Database: LOGIN The library
card number. 20410(plus the last four digits of your
telephone, cell number....) <click on OneFILE:
may choose the resource of your
preference, by clicking on 'MORE SEARCH OPTIONS' or
having it all....which is rather large. If you run into
issues, call the library during open hours: Tues. and
Thurs. 1-8, Wed. and Fri. 11-5, 508 867 6339 or e-mail:
brookfieldlibrarv@gmail.com.
It's all good! For school projects: If you 'run out of
fink, copy and paste to WORD or e-mail finished projects
2 the library and we will print out your project to pick
up during our open hours. It's all
FREE.
Explore and enjoy the access you are provided by paying
your taxes....
CLOSED Sunday and Monday, Tuesday 1:00 to 8:00
&, Wednesday 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Thursday
1:00 to 8:00 p.m., Friday 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Telephone: 508 867
6339, Fax: 508 867 2981, E-mail:

IO Q K1 olllelr

['vading

4

=~ — 4 i Fi
irePolice Chief Ross Ackerman, M. Julie Lesure (MID)
from the Office of District Attorney Joseph Early, Jr'
Community Outreach Program and Brenda
Metterville, Library Director cooperatively presented
Internet Safety in September. We will continue to
focus on the safety of our citizens in the Brookfield
community. Check out
merrickpubliclibrary.blogspot.com
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Fiske and Herrera kick off

Fall Concert Series
at
Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church.

The Folding Comer
Philip Peirce

Many thanks to the folks
who have stepped up to help out
with the preparation of the Citizen

The BUUC Concert Series resumes this October 5

with the return of the original acoustic duo, Fiske and ¥ 1 for mailing. The Folding Party is just
Herrera. that; a chance to talk to friends and

Jared Fiske and Amy Herrera are wellknown in meet new ones, all while doing a good deed for
the area for their seamless harmony vocals, beautiful, your town. And the regulars appreciate the help.

intertwining guitars
and stunning original
songs. They will be .
de.‘j’uting new Water System Flushing

material from their

upcoming CD. The Brookfield Water
Audience  members Department will begin flushing
will also be able to the system on October 20,
pre-order copies of 2008 and continue until
the new release. October 31. You may
Rob Adams experience brief periods of
will open the show. low water pressure and
The concert discolored water while your
will be at 3:00 pm on area is being flushed. If this
Sunday, October 5, at lasts for more than a short ‘
the Brookfield period, please call the Water ‘
Department at (509) 867- ‘
5722 Ext. 17.
Flu Clinic ’ ’
October 14t .
1:00 -3:00 P.M. T' T
Brookfield Town Hall lp DP
Individuals over 65 A uniquely Brookfield store

years old should bring

Natural foods, supplements and much mare.
Insurance Card atural foods, supp b

Farmers Market, all Summer, Sundays 11 -1

For more information call: 867 -2930 M-F 8-8 8 Ceniral Street
Linda M. Lincoln Ext. 12 or Qat G-5§ Brookfield, MA

Donna Neylon Ext. 10 508-867-0460
sun 11-5 www TipTopCnline us

Fresh arganic fruits & efables!
A Reminder from Your Tax g g

Collector Asle abour our buying club with close to
wholesale prices. Choose from
Please remember that your next thousands of natural and organic foods,
payment on your Real Estate tax supplements, personal care and cleaning items.

bills is due on November 3, 2008.

1% of store safes 10 local non-profirs.
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Euitorial

The story shown to the
right comes straight out of
“The eacon ” a newsletter
generated by the
Massachusetts Municipal
Association for September
2008. Having spent a fair
amount of my time living in
Brookfield as a member of the
Advisory Board, Board of
Selectmen, and the Board of
Assessors, | see this proposal
as having a long term
financial impact on our town.
Most significantly, | would
expect ovemrride questions to
be a first priority, after initial
steps toward reducing costs
by layoffs, and reduced
services. It warrants some
serious evaluation by
everyone before they vote.

Editor
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Police Patrol And reme mber, Brookfield Citizens, SAFETY
By: Officer Nick Abair FIRST! If you need us, CALL US! 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week. During Halloween, if you see any suspicious or
Octo er it's risk it's colorf | it’s Fall unlawful activity, please find a police officer or call the
orange it's happy it’s cra y it's Hallbween P {Qlige Department immediately.

Your Friend, Officer Nick

BREWER RECOGNIZED FOR LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS
WITH TOP AWARD FROM THE NATIONAL GUARD
ASSOCIATION

two together and you can make October the season of
Fall - o ween! Next to the holiday season in the
December, | believe that this is one of the most
exciting “holidays” and times of the year. know that
most kids look forward to this exciting time as well.

Dressing up ’ in costumes is always fun. The National Guard Association of the United
Halloween wo Ildn't e complete witho t a cost mgates (NGAUS) recently announced that Senator
And while yo ’re dressed p in that cost me yo @Ktephen M. Brewer (D -Barre) has been chosen ®©

most certainly going to have to do some Trick-or
Treating! This brings up the topic which I discuss and
teach every year: Halloween Safety .

Children and so metimes adults get so caught up
in the excitement and preparation for Halloween that
we often forget to be careful, and you need to be

receive the Charles Dick Medal of Merit award at the
130" General Conference in Baltimore this month.
Brewer will be recognized for his outstanding support
for members of the Massachusetts National Guard and
their families, and for the example he has shown to
other State Legislatures.

careful in order to stay safe. No one wants to get hurt “ amtr ly honoredto e chosen to recei e|thi
in ol edin an accident it’s tragic. hard work and sacrifices made by our service men and
_ There are many ways to keep yourself and your | women. It has been an honor to advocate for their
children safe during Halloween. As | have done in the | peeds through my position as Senate Chair of the Joint
past | will list a few of the SAFETY TIPS which L highly | committee of Veterans and Federal Affairs and | will
recommend, teach, and use myself. continue to work hard for them as Vice Chair of the
Older Brother or Sister, etc. nder Senator rewers exemplary leadersHip

*Carry a flashlight, or use a glow stick, and place

) ° this committee passed one of the most comprehensive
it somewhere on your costume, where it can be

state benefits legislation, known as the Welcome Home

seen. (Reflective tape is also good) Bill. nghllghts of the bill include:
*Try to wear Bright Colors on your costume, if = Provided a Welcome Home $1,000 bonus
possible. _ _ for Massachusetts Guardsmen called up
*Stay on sidewalks if possible. Brookfield only to active duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.
has sidewalks in the downtown, so make sure \= Establishing a Military Family Relief Fund
you are cautious when walking in the roadways. for members of the Massachusetts
*Only go to houses which are lit up. National Guard, Armed Forces and
*Masks with eyeholes can be dangerous. DO Reserves.
NOT walk house to house with a mask on! Put \= Provided all members of the
your mask on only when you get to the front Massachusetts National Guard with
door of a house. ’ education and fee waivers at all
DO NOT EATAN CAND H L O REO|T Massachusetts State and Community

TRICK OR TREATING! Colleges.
*Throw out any candy which has a ripped \= Increased daily pay for Massachusetts
wrapper or appears to have been opened. National Guard me mbers.
“Have an ADULT check your bag of candy before )= Increased death benefits for families of
eating ANY! Massachusetts Guard Members from
*MOST IMPORTANTLY: $5,000 to $100,000.

****HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HALLOWEEN  **%** \= Provided all members of the

Every year, during the week before Halloween
night, | spend a day at the Ele mentary School teaching
one of my favorite topics, Halloween Safety. I hand
out bags for Trick or Treating, stickers, pencils and
most importantly for safety, GLOW STICKS to each of
the children. | also give them an “Officer Nick’s
Halloween Safety Tips” check sheet. If you would
like a copy of this sheet, they are available at the
Police Station as well.

Halloween is a time of fun for children and
adults. To ensure that this is a safe, healthy, and

Massachusetts National Guard with life
insurance policies with values up to
$400,000.
Allowed Massachusetts public employees
who are members of a neighboring
state’s National G ard
creditable service toward pension credits.
The presentation of the Charles Dick Medal of
Merit will be during the 130" General Conference of
the National Guard Association of the United States, in

nit to apply th¢

—Baltimore; Maryland; onSeptember22:

ir

P | s
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. The Goldeneye is commonly called the Whistler,
Fin, Fur, and Feathers but for an entirely different reason. Earlier we covered
By John O’Leary the soft wing feathers an owl has. A Goldeneye has

rather short wings for its body and drives them at high

We have a pair of Speed, so fast, in fact, that if you are looking in the

Great Horned Owls nearby direction a whistler is going, and he passes close by
that serenade us at all hours overhead, the whistle from their pinions is o loud that it
of the night, on a nightly is unmistakable. Budding duck hunters one lesson
basis. Some of the old books quickly about diving ducks, which the whistler is one of

painted terror into this ird’s calls that is explainedprge family of those fish-eating fowl. fyo don’t see
that all the little critters, to an owl a midnight snack, sat them coming, and you hear the whistle of their wings,

quivering in their burrows or nests terrified by this “_"eY’|_| eo tof range efore yo can raise the g n
mournful sound. Any one who has studied these great Sight it, and pull the trigger.
birds knows that they are the lords of the nocturnal The grouse are out there drumming, not to call in

skies, especially because mother nature has outfitted ahen to breed at this time of year, but as one local wag
them with a stealth capability in their soft-edged wing P tit “ eca se they can.” Another h nter says it is t
feathers. Instead of whistling as stiff pinions would, the tantali e the h nter a gro se’s way of saying “game
soft fibers provide a silent glide and swoop. The on.” One local expert fig res if he can see half the
intended rodent, or bird in a tree has no warning that grouse he flushes, and can get a shot at a third of
death in the form of comparatively huge talons is a them and he connects with a arter of his shots he’:
mo ment away. ha ing a red letter day. He doesn’th nto eran English
Dogs and cats are bosom buddies compared to Setter, or any bird dog, and that is a great handicap. To
crows and owls. Crows realize that owls are about their €ach his own.

only enemy, and will attempt to drive them away from a Get out there and enjoy the fall. JTO
nesting site during the day time, but the owl Pumpkinfest 2008

remem ers and when the s n sets he’ll e ack.

Protein is protein and to an owl, eating crow is a good Brookfield!! Keene, NH has done it, so has

thing. Back when | was a pup | remember a writer, (it| Boston and Salem! We want our very own pumpkin
could have been Jack Denton Scott), who described| fest right here on our beautiful common.

what happened when a flock of crows hazed an owl into The Brookfield Cultural Council is sponsoring a
a lonely tree top. The solitary snag was far from the| pumpkin decorating contest. We will be judging
woodlands where an owl could hide from the angry| categories of : Child's Best Carved Pumpkin, Child's
black mob, but poison ivy and grape vines grew well up | Best Painted Pumpkin, Adult's Best Carved Pumpkin
the tree. The owl backed himself into the edge of this| and Adult's Best Painted Pumpkin. Ribbon winners for
greenery, protecting his back and flanks, and remained | first, second and third places. There will be a $50 cash
immobile until a crow would set on the same limb and| prize for Best Overall.

venture one inch too close, looking for his natural Bring your carved or painted pumpkin to the
nemesis. Then, almost too quick for the cameras of the| Brookfield Common between 4 and 5pm. Come back
day to catch, a taloned foot would shoot from under the | after 6pm, and see the common lit and lined with
greenery and catch the crow by the neck or breast. The| everyone's entries. Open to eweryone (not just
owl would not then feast upon its kill but just drop it to| townspeople). Mark your calendars now - the date will
the ground and wait for another victim. | believe that he | be Saturday October 18th . AND...don't forget the
said there were seven dead crows on the ground before| Contradance at 7pm at Town Hall same night, last
they halted the assault, and winged off to friendlier| year this was a huge hit, and it's back by popular

places . demand!
Anyway, between the owls and the coyotes, it
might be nice to close the bedroom window when the ’
nights get chillier, and skip the serenade. C A R O L E S
The sights and sounds of nature are all around us Professional Dog Grooming
these days. In the evening, if you are near South Pond And Boarding Kennel

you may see an area of disturbed surface on the water,

as though a skiff of breeze tore up a patch of water; ALL BREED GROOMING

this will be a school of Alewives feeding on plankton

that tends to stay near the surface as the water cools. Breeder of

This landlocked herring is the major source of food for A.K.C. Reg. Cocker Spaniels

the trophy rowntro tthat reside there. o ’ll heaf the

geese and ducks, and may be surprised to hear some of

the small ducks whistle, or make a sound close to it. | T¢/. (508) 867 -9734 195 Fiskdale Rd. (Rte.148)

These will be the teal and wood ducks. Lots of folks
think that ducks only quack, but , in truth, they do

eveithinﬂ from ﬂrowl to whistle.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
By Reverend Eleanor Kraner
LOST & FOUND

I wonder if you lose things? | am just assuming
yo do at least occasionally. For me it’s my keys
my glasses. loften say that | get my physical exercise
by looking for them.

Speaking of losing things, for those who have
responsibility for children, there is nothing worse
than losing a child, even for a few seconds. Most of us
can relate to that horrendous feeling of terror when a
child can’t e located e enifit’s only a matter of
seconds.

One day our daughter Rachel took her twin
daughters, then 2 )2 years old, out shopping. When
they entered the store, Rachel took a shopping cart
and stopped to pick up Sarah and get her settled into
it. When she turned to pick up Kylie, she was nowhere
to be seen. Rachel began to call her and to look all
about for her. When she could not spot her, panic set
in, and Rachel shouted to a store worker to go and
watch the back door; she asked another to check the
bathroom. Seeing her agitated state, an elderly
gentle man volunteered to check the parking lot.

As several mo ments passed, Rachel collapsed to
the floor clinging to Sarah. She began to sob about
Sarah having to grow up without her twin. A person
at the courtesy desk began to dial 911. Meanwhile, in
the parking lot the old gentleman continued to
carefully look into each car in the parking lot. The
store employee watched the back door. Other
customers looked all around for the lost twin.

There was a rounder full of jeans and slacks
nearby. Suddenly, there was Kylie pushing her way
o t crying “ hiding in the pants scared
go home”.

L ke’s Gospel Chapter speaks a o
precious things becoming lost: a cherished lost
sheep, an essential lost coin and a beloved lost son.
The reading tells of the exhaustive searching that
results in all being found. | highly recommend the
reading of chapter fifteen of Luke in the New
Testament. In that reading, you have the opportunity
to really experience the heart of God.

These parables of Jesus speak of a shepherd
and a woman and a father, all searching, yet, these
are stories are actually about God. They are about
God searching for those who are lost to him. So often
we think of ourselves as the searchers, the seekers
after God. But scripture reveals again and again that
it is God who is the initiator of the searching.

Reading these parables suggest several
important things to me: (1.) that God and God's
angels weep over us when we take the wrong path,
and that they rejoice when we choose the right
path; (2.) that we have a cheering section in heaven
watching closely as we play the game of life; always
rooting for us; always hoping for the best and deeply
grieved when they see us losing; and deliriously

in the right direction; (3.) that God and his angels
actually grieve over each and every one of us when
we are lost. The parables suggest to me that
heaven will not be full of joy until that grand
mo ment when each and every one of us is present

and and accounted for, and that the flock is complete.

The parables suggest that God never gives up
on us. God gives us freedom to make wrong
choices. God gives us freedom to wander off. God
gives us freedom to get lost. But God never writes
us off. God keeps searching -- hoping to find us --
hoping to hold us in the everlasting arms -- hoping
to rest us on the strong shoulders of our Creator so
that we can be brought again to the safety of the
fold.

But there is also something else going on in
Jesus' story. He tells of the shepherd inviting his
friends and neighbors to rejoice with him at the
return of his lost sheep.

hat a tho ght our welcoming God into our
lives actually creates joy in heaven!

While it is very frustrating to be a person who
often loses things hat a thrill it is to
remember that God never loses sight of us!
And that means you too!

want to Calendar of Church Services

Lincoln Street

4:30 p.m. Saturday
9:30 am. Sunday

175 Fiskdale Road

9:00 a.m. Family
Ministries

10:15 a.m. Sunday

St. ary’s Catholic Ch rch
erg
867-3188

Quaboag Valley Baptist Church
867-5920

Brookfield Unitarian Universalist
Church

867-5145
Children’s Religio s Ed/ cation

Upper River St.

10:30 a.m. Sunday
10:30 a.m. Sunday

Brookfield Congregational Church Common St.
867-6262 10:00 a.m. Sunday

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.

First Congregational Church 36 N. Main St.

Of West Brookfield UCC W. Brookfield

867-7078 10:00 a.m. Sunday
Sunday School and Youth Group available

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

209 Main Street North Brookfield, MA
508 347-9759 9:00 a.m. Sunday
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QUABOAG/QUACUMQUASET LAKE ASSOCIATION
STATUS OF TREATMENTS AT QUABOAG (NORTH)
POND AND QUACUMQUASIT (SOUTH) POND

The QQLA would, at this time, like to apprise the
general public as to the status of the treatments that
have taken place in Quaboag (North) Pond in an atte mpt
to clear up some misinformation that has been
circulating throughout the communities affiliated with
the Lakes.

There has been no herbicide (weed) treatment at
North Pond at all this past year. There was Sonar
(Fluiridone) treatment last year which was done to
target invasive fanwort weed which is quickly taking
over the entire Pond. This treatment only encompassed
about 16 acres or a minute fraction of the total pond
area which is over 500 acres.

The interconnector oat channel”
connects the North and South Ponds was virtually
overgrown last year due to the continued spreading of
fanwort. It made boat passage difficult and resulted in
major plant fragmentation which is how invasive
vegetation is spread throughout a water body. Last
year a few acres of this channel were treated with the
her icide Sonar. To ins
the South Pond weir was closed to decrease water
mo ement. Fort nately
extremely well and professional post treatment
inspections showed excellent carry-over control of
invasive fanwort throughout the channel while native
aquatic vegetation was found to be in abundance
throughout the channel area as well as the rest of North
Pond.

In July of this year a blue-green algae bloom
occurred in North Pond which necessitated treatment to
prevent the pond from reaching levels of algal toxins
which are unacceptable. Failure to treat this blue-green
algae could have resulted in the noxious conditions

last year’s treatment worked

(unsightly and odiferous surface scum) similar to those
that became established during the algae bloom in
August and September of 2004 and 2005.

Notices of Intent were filed with the
Conservation Commissions of East Brookfield and
Brookfield as well as with the appropriate State
Departments including the DEP. The appropriate
license to apply che mical permit was issued by the MA
DEP for the herbicide/algaecide treatment. The State
approved chemical, copper sulfate algaecide, which
completely dissipates from the column within
approximately 24-48 hours of treatment, was used and
North Pond was treated on July 21t To minimize any
loss of oxygen only one-half of the pond was treated.
The treatment was carried out as a proactive and
sound scientifically based good stewardship measure.

Prior to the algaecide treatment on July 21st

which professional engineers collected a water sample from

North Pond which was analyzed by a laboratory for
potential algal toxins. The test was done to establish a
future base-line level for the pond. The test results
came back within the acceptable limits for swimming
and other water contact recreation. In other water
bodies, on rare occasions, people swimming in waters

re the treatment’s efficien@ontaining very high densities of blue-green algae have

suffered gastro-intestinal problems.

Regarding the recent fish kill that was
experienced on the further side of the Route 148
Bridge, there is no basis for anyone to suggest or

conclude that previous algaecide or herbicide
treatments of North and South Ponds or the
interconnector “ oat channel” had anything to do with

the fish kill observed down river. If so, large numbers

of fish would have been found dead in the waters that

were chemically treated and not just down-river. It is

our understanding to date that the State has yet to

release a final report as to the cause of this rare fish
kill. Fish are a precious resource and
the QQLA has worked very hard to
maintain and improve fish habitat in
both North and South Pond.
Unfortunately, natural fish kills occur
frequently throughout Massachusetts
on a yearly basis. Thankfully, this one
is eing considered a “omdme e ent”
by State water biologists.

The QQLA is a group of very
active volunteers who have worked
tirelessly in behalf of the lakes quality
since 1978. The QQLA has conducted
its projects in coordination with and
garnered the support of all pertinent
state and local agencies/organizations.
The Association’s goal is to restore
maintain and protect the two valuable
water bodies located in the Towns of
Brookfield, East Brookfield and
Sturbridge To that end, the QQLA
supported the ban on phosphorus
detergents and hopes to see the
elimination of all phaspliomdsn fawnl)
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fertilizer which find their way into our water resources
and promote weed growth of rapidly growing exotic
invasive species and algae which plague both lakes.
To further limit phosphorus discharge into the water
resources the QQLA, with much success, participated
in the discussions regarding the permitting of an
upstream waste water treatment facility.

Education is most important. Quarterly
newsletters are sent out that contain a plethora of
information about how to prevent water quality
degradation from shoreline properties. The
Association also worked with local Highway
Departments to stencil storm drains, marking those
that flow into the lakes and surrounding water shed to
help educate the general public that the disposal of
toxic material in these storm drains will result in
contamination to the ponds into which they flow. The

LA has also een at
Fair displaying maps, passing out educational
roch res and answering estions for o
In closing the QQLA would like to remind

people that North Pond is a warm water fishery rich in
nutrients and consists of shallow waters fed by a large
watershed. While, on the other hand, South Pond is a
deep, clear, coldwater fishery with small water shed
and no permanent flowing inlets. Both are still rich in
their special type of natural habitat and the
preservation of these water bodies will help ensure
that they can continue to support all the recreational

activities they provide the public such as boating,
fishing, birding, swimming, water skiing, etc.

Anyone having questions regarding the goals
or actions taken by the QQLA can contact Judith
Nielsen, President at 508-347-9401.

Board of Directors
QQLA -- Judy Nielsen, President

The Stageloft Presents
"No Sex Please We're British"

The show runs from Sept 12 - Oct 5, each Friday at
8pm each Saturday at 8pm and Sundays at 2pm. For
information and tickets call 508-347-9005. We are located at
450A Main St. Sturbridge,Ma.

Appearing in the photo from left to right , Erik
Johnson, Stacie Beland, Ellen Elsasser, Todd Darling, Jane
Becker, Jeremy Woloski, Bruce Adams and Dave Glanville.

DAVE'S
APPLIANCE, INC.

Full Appliance Service
SEBO VACS

New & Used
ORECK VACS

Route 9 —Brookfield 1 -888-263-3122

Visit our new, 7,000 square foot showroom.
PHONE: (508) 867-3122 FAX: (508) 867-5397

rookfield’s Ann al Co ntry

r lakes’ sake.
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Granny's Photo Express
By Sharon S. Ricard

I have been asked so many times why | named my

sinesGtanny's Photo Express.”

I am the Granddaughter of Marge C. Brown , who
passed away when | was 8 years old. But in that time
that | spent with her she left an amazing impression on
me. She lived freely and traveled all over the country.
Her passion was silhouettes and painting. | put pictures
on shirts, mouse pads, fabric posters etc. Making
memories just like she did. She was, and still is, the
one | look up to in my life. She lived on Henry Allen
Ave. in Brookfield and she is very well known, and it's
nice to hear stories about her that left an impression on
other people’s li es.

If you have any stories | would really like to hear
them. If you can't visit me at Granny's Photo Express,
you can send me a letter to 59 Molasses Hill Road,
Brookfield, MA 01506. | am hoping to one day put
together a book about her for my family so she will
never be forgotten.

I would like to thank my family and new friends,
(Pat O'Day, Charlie Knight, Central Package Store,
Video Barn & Tip Top), for their advice and support. |
would also like to thank the Finney family for giving me
the family silhouettes that my granny did in 1966.

I would also like to welcome Leslie Tracy into my
store with her amazing paintings, portraits and
drawings. We will be starting a different variety of art
classes soon for children and adults. Please inquire
within at Granny's Photo Express for more info.

A Message From The Brookfield Animal

Control Department
Officers Eileen Vitello and Gabby Pecore

Dear Citizens of the Town Of Brookfield,

I am writing you all in hopes that you might
consider getting involved in the program | have
provided information on below. | have been working
over the years to reduce the population of the known
feral colonies in town. If you suspect you may have a
colony in your area and would like the Animal Control
Department to investigate please let us know. We are
also looking for volunteers and donation's to be paid
to the Spay Sunday clinics. If you have one of these
colonies in your neighborhood we strongly
recommend that you contact us so that we can help
reduce the numbers.

If it's not a problem yet it can become one very
fast as nursing mothers can become pregnant while
still nursing young and carry and spread disease. Also
Males we call (TOMS) can spray their area (your House,
Barn, Bushes, etc.), you get the picture, to attract
potential Female (Queens). | recommend moth balls
around the house and in bushes. Also a spray bottle
with clean water to detour them will also work.

Do not feed these cats they are considered wild
animals and this will create a dependency on
you. They need to hunt as do other wild animals and
their populations will grow faster if you feed them. If
you choose to domesticate these cats they will then
become your responsibility and will not qualify for the
program below.

When cats are trapped they will be cared for by
Brookfield Animal Control Officers before, during, and
after surgery & vaccination prior to being released
back into the wild.

For more info on the programs read below.

Thank you for taking the time to read this important
message. Together we can make a difference.
Officers Vitello and Pecore

(508)525-5776 and (508)713-7180
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The First Congregational Church of W. Brookfield and
George Whitefield Methodist Church  will host a Simple
Supper and Concert on Wednesday October 29th . They
will host a Pommern Village Choir from Tazmania. "Imagine
you are sitting next to a small red brick church in the
Tanzanian sun. A group of villagers, some holding infants,
others holding drums, rattles, reed shakers, and other
ancient rhythm instruments, produce Swahili sounds which
slowly but surely capture your sensibilities. You can live
this wonderful experience directly through the Pommern
Village Choir which comes to us directly from Central
Tanzania. Please join us, first for our Simple Supper at 6 PM
where homemade soup, salad, fresh bread and luscious
desserts will be served. A donation of $5 for adults and $3
for children is requested. The concert begins at 7 p.m.
There is no charge but a free will offering will be taken
Reservations are not necessary but for more information
call the church at 508-867-7078.
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Recreation News
By Denise Senos k

Lewis Field On Saturday, August 23rd, the
Recreation committee sponsored its 1st annual Family
Fun Fest. Planning started back in June and by fun
day we were ready to roll. Set-up started at 7 a.m.,
and by 10 a.m., with a beautiful weather forecast for
the day, the fun had begun.

We were able to provide a variety of activities
free of charge (thanks in part to donations from a
fundraiser held at Quaboag equipment back in
May). Reasonable fees were charged for food and the
d nk tank. For those of yo who weren’t a
attend, our activities included, balloon bouncers,
obstacle coarse, tug-o-war, water balloon toss, pie
eating contest, soccer, baseball, softball and football
contests, hot shot and free throw competition with
Cedric Ball, a Wiffle ball, kickball and adult softball
game, face painting, tattoos, craft activities, coloring
contest, sand art, and more. The Fire department set
up a mini muster for the kids and provided the grill
and cooks. There were many food items to choose
from snow-cones to sausage-and-pepper grinders.
With entertainment provided by Kyle-KT Enterprises,
Everyone seemed to have a great day.
We would like to thank all of our families and friends,
National Honor society students from Dudley Middle
School, The Fire Department, Police Department,
Cultural Council, PTO, and all volunteers for helping
this day to be such as great success. We look forward
to next year and plan on adding more activities. Your
Ideas are always welcome.

Soccer Since our first week of games was
cancelled due to Hurricane Hanna, our season is nhow
moving along. The games cancelled on Sept 6th will
be played at the same time on Nov 1st, unless they
were rescheduled before then. Please check with your
coaches for more information.

Basketball  Sign-ups are in the works. If you
missed the scheduled sign up date, please contact
Denise Senosk at 508-344-0540 any night after 7
p.m. We will be looking for a few new coaches and
assistant coaches, please consider signing up.

All  volunteers will be CORI checked.

Basketbal I Clinics with former professional
Cedric Ball are still being held at BES on
Saturdays. Working with small groups of 6 or less,
Cedric has worked with over 30 different children
ranging in age from 6 to 17 to date. Some of these
have not missed a week in over 1 year. This is a
golden opportunity for your child to get input from
someone with over 17 years of NBA and international
basketball experience. Please contact Denise to sign
up for your clinic spot.

Fall Baseball we currently have two teams
playing, as part of the Quaboag little league
program. Good luck with the remainder of the
s e a s o n .

Hallow een Festivities are planned for Friday,

from 5:30 to 7:00 with a parade and costume judging
w i | | f o | Il o w .

EXTRA, EXTRA  ADULT CO -ED VOLLEY BALL -
Friday nights at the BES gym, we are once again trying
to put back together a night of adult fun. The gym is
available to this group only from 7pm to
9:30pm. Anyone wishing to join in the fun, just stop
in. This is not a “Leag e team” st a nch
getting together to get some exercise and have a few
laughs. Hope to see you all there. (Please reme mber
this is an adult evening and we ask that if you need to
bring your children they are occupied on the bleachers
with something to do, and not on the gym floor or in

le to the halls. Thank you in advance for your cooperation).

of

COMMUNITY LIVING OPTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES AND ELDERS

BOSTON — The Patrick Administration today
anno nced the creation of the Commonwealth’s fir
Olmstead Plan, a roadmap and action plan reflecting
the Go ernor's commitment to ens
with disabilities and elders have access to community-
living opportunities and supports that address each
indi id al's di erse needs a ilities
backgrounds. Unveiled today at a ceremony in the
State House, the plan provides a framework for the
state’s “Comm nity First” loitgrm care agenda.

“Opport nity and choice are at the heart of oth
the Olmstead r ling and o r Comm nity Fir
agenda ” said Go ernor De al Patrick. “O r n
plan helps reform the way we deliver long-term
care.”
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The Brookfield Citizen Staff
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anaging Editor.. ......ccciiieiciiniiinineeaes Philip Peirce
Columnists & Contributors ........ccceeuun.e. Paul Shailer,

Peter Masuzzo James, Sue Fogwill, Phil Peirce,
renda etter ille ohn O’Leary Denise
Rev. Ellie Kraner, Nick Abair, Linda Peirce, Cindy Scott,
Sharon Ricard, James, Linda Lincoln,
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Published monthly by A.P.P.L.E. Seed, Inc.

PO Box 411, Brookfield, MA 01506, and sent to
all residents free of charge. The Brookfield Citizen
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residents of Brookfield. We do, however, reserve the
right to ref ses missions at the staff’s discret
For advertising rates and information, please
leave a message at 867-9553. e-mail:
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Owls and the Dark

Owls work the night shift while you and |
are sleeping. Owls, being birds of prey,
have excellent eyesight. Their eyes stare
straight ahead because they are too big
to mo e in the eye sockets. That’s why it
looks like it could completely turn its
head aro nd in a circle. t can’t really do
that. The large eyes allow the owl to see
when there is little or barely any light.
The light from the moon is more than
enough for the owl to see clearly. Owls
hunt in almost total darkness and only
truly venture out at night. They can see
the tiniest of movement on the ground
and know exactly where it’s coming
from. They will swoop down ewer so
quietly and snatch the prey with its

claws.
<
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Blessing of Pets of blessing.
By Paul Shailer Our pets can be such a comfort and so loyal to
us that they become a real part of the family,
On Saturday, October 4, 2008, And, we want to reme mber, too,
from11:00 a.m. to Noon, a special those who give so much of themselves,
e entwillocc ron rookfield’s caring for strays and orphans in our local
Common. shelters. You may wish to put a shelter
Pastor Ellie Kraner from the gift in our donation box. _ _
Congregational Church has invited the Please bring your pets in carriers
people from our town and area to oron aleash.
bring their animal friends to a service
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Promoting Community Involvement
Through Communication

October 1 12 Noon Friends of Library meet. October 15 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Last day to register to
October 4, 10 a.m. Place Serve order at Wagon Wheel vote in the National Election
See page 2 for other options. October 18 Pumpkinfest (See story on page8)
October 5, 3 p.m. Unitarian Church, Fiske and October 18 7 to 10 p.m. Town Hall Contradance
Herrera (Fall Concert Series) October 25 8 to 9 a.m. Pickup Serve at Brookfield

October 11, 10 to 2 The New, Improved, Apple Congregational Church
Country Fair October 29 Simple Supper at 6 p.m., Pommern
October 11 8 to 2 Annual Yard Sale BUUC Village Choir at 7. (Story on page 13.)
October 14 1- 3 p.m Town Hall Flu Clinic October 31 Halloween Trick or Treat
October 15 - 7 p.m. Town Hall Master Plan 5:30 to 7 p.m.; Parade and judging to follow.
Brainstorm

November Issue Anticles Due: October 20 November Issue Folding Party: October 29
|




